
Justin Sands: Judge, director at Prairie 
Hi John, 

First, thank you for inviting me to be a part of the panel.  I enjoyed the day immensely (although, that was a really 

tough contest to judge… WHEW!). 

TOC is ALWAYS a wonderful competition.  I have NEVER had a poor experience there, either as a director, audience 

member, and now a judge (I have been in all three rolls within the last few years).  The attention to detail is 

incredible and NO CONTEST decorates the way TOC does!  You lead a truly spectacular event from the moment 

your guests walk in the door until they leave.  I can't imagine the amount of work you, your students, and your 

parents do in the days leading up to TOC.  One thing is for certain, your event is a positive reflection of Benton 

Community.  Congrats and keep up the good work! 

**************************************************** 

Carla Michael, Benton Parent 
My job during the Touch of Class is working the admissions table.  That is my favorite job I’ve worked it for the last 

3 years.  The parents recognize us, always rave that our Touch of Class is their favorite Show Choir to come to, and 

are always complimenting how our school looks, the food taste, and how friendly/helpful our parents and kids are. 

They wouldn’t pay these compliments if they didn’t fully mean it.  Several parents have also hung around to talk 

about how we pull this off because they would like to take suggestions back to their school so they could create a 

similar experience.  

************************************************************** 

David Haas: Director, Iowa City West High School 
Thank you for a wonderful day!  It was quite the high level of competition this time around! 

Benton was one the ONLY competition we decided to return to this year and was the first one we put on our 

calendar. 

Because of how smoothly the competition functions, it feels like one of our least stressful competitions of the year, 

which is why I’m sure is why you always have such high attendance. 

It is also a very  neat thing to see how not only the choir department but the community coming uniting to put this 

together.  Coming from a small town myself, it is always cool to see when an entire town works in unison to put on 

such a production.  While I was teaching at Washington High School in Sioux Falls, we had a show choir 

competition and it was an IMMENSE amount of work.  From the decorating of the homerooms to organizing judges 

to getting sound and lights set up – not to mention the food! We didn’t even have to set up the gym as we had a 

sufficiently sized auditorium!   Your competition does that and more, which is why we chose to return and why I’m 

anticipating our return in the future.  Congratulations on developing such a well-oiled machine! 

 ************************************************************** 
Steve Manning, Director, Williamsburg High School 
I just want to let you know the kids love this invitational more than any other. This is the first one we go to 
and we get spoiled with all the intricate details that makes this such an enjoyable day. All the decorations 
make an atmosphere of fun for the kids. The performance venue is truly outstanding with the high quality 
of sound and lighting. It is very obvious the Benton school district is a very esteemed and proud school 
district. I have often thought how wonder it is to see so many people involved into making it a tremendous 
atmosphere for us. As a visiting director, it is obvious how your invitational is truly a community event 
which brings great pride to your district. 
******************************************************************************************************* 
Michelle Chaplin, Director, Pella High School 
 I want to say that you are the model that I use as what we try to "be like" when we decorate our event. 
You make each room & group feel special.  We don't feel that everywhere we go, and that is why we keep 
returning.  Thank you for all the "extra" stuff you do for us.  We appreciate it. 
******************************************************************************************************* 



 
Previous Years: 
“….Just want to add that the Benton parents and hosts were great and the homerooms were decorated 
absolutely unbelievable. I’ve never seen any better!” 
-          Mt. Zion Parent 
“Once again, you put on a great show, and I thank you for the opportunity for our groups to have a 
competitive, fun and wonderful experience” 
-          Participating Director 
“Thanks so much for inviting me to participate in “A Touch of Class”. You make the name a reality through 
all the wonderful things you do in planning” 
-          Participating Judge 
“Kudos, kudos, kudos to you and all of your volunteers. The name of your competition is so fitting. You 
guys are not just a  “Touch of Class”, but rather the standard of class. Every aspect of your competition is 
outstanding and my students and parents talk about this day for the entire year” 
-          Participating Director 
“ Benton is the BEST show choir competition EVER!! I’ve been to Benton since it started back in 1995 
and it ALWAYS rocks!! They always do a great job with decorations and food and being on time and 
having really great groups. Our room this year was AWESOME” 
 - Participating Student, Xavier High School (taken from showchoir.com) 
“….Benton has it down to a science. They have two huge screens in the gym with a direct feed from the 
cameras shooting the DVD’s so the people in the back can see the faces and such” – Student comment 
(taken from showchoir.com) 
  

“Your event really stands out among others that we have been to.  The extra touches that you take the 
time to add don't go unnoticed (such as the tote bags for the directors, the balloon drop for the Grand 

Champions, medals for the participants, among many others).  We were very impressed with your student 
and parent volunteers who were so hard-working and made us all feel welcome.  When your Master of 
Ceremonies mentioned that he hoped we would notice the "touch of class" that you wanted to surround 

your event, we certainly had.   -Xavier High School Parent 
  

 “I have to say, this was my favorite comp of the year, it was just really well done” 
Participating Student, Iowa City West (from showchoir.com) 
 
-         “You and your volunteers provide a great contest at Benton – the venue works very well and we were 
taken care of splendidly!  A lot of thought and creativity went into our homerooms and the entire place 
looked great.  Thanks to all of you for your work on our behalf!  Touch of Class is a class act and I’m sure 
a great source of pride in your community.”-      Participating Student, Xavier High School (taken from 
showchoir.com) 
 

  


